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throw $40 billion in there tomorrow to
fill the hole they dug for themselves in
1997. If you think that is silly, where is
something on prescription drugs?

Who is driving this bus, Mr. Speaker?

DEBT PAY DOWN AND
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker,
there are a lot of issues on our plate,
but there are two in particular that the
American people are demanding action
on. The American people want us to
take advantage of our current pros-
perity to pay off the multi-trillion dol-
lar public debt that the Democrats
racked up in their 30-year stranglehold
on Congress, and they want to do some-
thing about prescription drugs. No sen-
ior should ever have to choose between
putting food on the table and filling
prescriptions when the doctor gives
them.

Well, we are paying down the debt all
right. By the end of the next year, we
will have paid off a half a trillion dol-
lars on the national debt, and done it
while protecting 100 percent of Social
Security and Medicare Trust Fund sur-
pluses. But the Democrats and the
President are blocking any progress on
the prescription drug issue. You see, as
long as they can keep us from imple-
menting our plan, and it is a good one,
they can keep accusing us of having
done nothing.

Well, the American people need to
know we have acted on the prescription
drugs issue. We passed a plan that is ef-
fective, fair and comprehensive. We
passed a plan that would give seniors
solid coverage, even on catastrophic
expenses, something AL GORE’s plan
would make them wait years for. But
Democrats are blocking it because they
do not want Republicans to get any
credit for it.

HELPING SENIORS PAY FOR
PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, Republicans are working to
pay down the debt and help seniors get
the prescription drugs they need. Re-
publicans believe that in this time of
plenty, it is critical that Congress re-
duce the public debt and enact a pre-
scription drug benefit for our elderly.

As government surpluses pile up, we
have a moral obligation to wipe out the
public debt to provide our children
with a brighter future. Reducing the
public debt will strengthen the econ-
omy and result in lower interest rates
for consumers. Our budget plan will
pay down $240 billion of the public debt
next year alone. America is the most
prosperous nation on Earth, yet some
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seniors here are forced to choose be-
tween putting food on the table and the
prescription drugs they need to lead
healthy and productive lives.
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That is just not right. Republicans
have passed a plan to make voluntary
prescription drug coverage available
and affordable to all.

Mr. Speaker, as the 106th Congress
enters the final stretch, Republicans
are working to pay off the public debt
and help seniors pay for their prescrip-
tion drugs they need to live happy, pro-
ductive lives.

SLEEPOVERS AT THE WHITE
HOUSE

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, last week,
the White House grudgingly released
information showing that 404 people
have been invited to sleep overnight in
the White House since Hillary began
her Senate campaign. Today a col-
umnist in the Washington Post reports
that 146 of the guests have contributed
funds in this election cycle, 98 percent
of it to Democrats. About 100 com-
mitted to supporting Hillary’s cam-
paign; others gave to the Gore cam-
paign; others to the DNC.

Sleepovers have risen to 29 per
month. That is almost every night. Mr.
Speaker, this practice of turning the
White House into a Motel 6 for solic-
iting campaign funds is improper and
demeaning to the White House and to
the office of the presidency. It is an-
other disgusting example of the Clin-
ton-Gore campaign finance practices,
all while they call for campaign fi-
nance reform. That is nothing more
than an attempt to get public atten-
tion away from their blatant ‘““no con-
trolling legal authority’” violations.
The American people deserve better.

CLINTON-GORE ENERGY POLICY IS
DANGEROUS

(Mr. KNOLLENBERG asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker,
when it comes to energy prices and en-
ergy policy, the Clinton-Gore adminis-
tration has failed the American people.

National gas and crude oil prices are
at record highs. It is the American peo-
ple who bear the brunt of the adminis-
tration’s failures on their policies.

The administration has prevented ex-
ploration of our largest domestic re-
serves along the coasts and in Alaska.
They have strangled the capacity of
American refineries with needless reg-
ulations to satisfy the goals of their
extreme left wing. They have totally
ignored and stifled the significant con-
tributions of clean coal, hydroelectric
and nuclear power.
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The Vice President even cast a decid-
ing vote to increase gasoline taxes on
consumers, directly in line with his
outrageous book, Earth in the Balance.

Now just a few weeks before the elec-
tion, the Clinton-Gore administration
reverses itself and risks the national
energy security by releasing oil from
our strategic petroleum reserves. |
urge the administration to stop the
politics and provide a real and effective
energy policy for the American people.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
NOTHSTEIN, OLYMPIC
MEDAL WINNER

(Mr. TOOMEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. Speaker, today |
rise to offer hardy congratulations to
Marty Nothstein. Last Wednesday,
Marty won the gold medal in the cy-
cling match sprint competition during
the 2000 Summer Olympic Games in
Sydney, Australia. | am proud to stand
before all of my colleagues today to
say ‘“job well done” to this
Trexlertown, Lehigh Valley, Pennsyl-
vania native.

During the 1996 Atlanta games,
Marty narrowly missed his chance at
gold by placing second in the match
sprint competition in one of the closest
races from Olympic history. But in-
stead of giving up on his Olympic
dream for gold, Marty rededicated him-
self to his sport. He devoted more time,
more energy, more patience to his
training than he had at any other time
during his long cycling career.

Marty’s win last Wednesday is the
culmination of a career that includes
seven World Championship medals, in-
cluding three World Championship ti-
tles.

Mr. Speaker, before all of my col-
leagues today, | want to recognize the
efforts of this outstanding young man.
By winning this gold medal on the
world’s biggest stage, Marty has prov-
en that, with unparalleled effort, deter-
mination, and dedication, everything is
possible. Marty is a true Olympic hero.

MARTY
GOLD

MEDIA BIASED AGAINST CHENEY

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
here is a recent Washington Post arti-
cle describing vice presidential can-
didate Dick Cheney’s speeches: ‘“‘Bash.
Bash. Bash.”

The reporter quotes Cheney as saying
that the country was ‘‘weary of the
Clinton-Gore routine,” but then adds,
““even if no one else is’’ but Cheney.

No, these sarcastic opinions are not
from an editorial. They are from a
news story that is supposed to be objec-
tive and impartial. What it reveals is
the bias of a reporter who is trying to
tell us what to think.

Why does the media display such a
liberal bias? Simply because journal-
ists are more liberal than the rest of
us.
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